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Reasons to be
Bidding (Part -3)

WELCOME
Welcome to the first bid progress 
report for the UK2005 World 
Science Fiction Convention bid. 
This report is going to all our 
Friends and Pre-supporters, about 
500 of you in all as we go to press, 
which is excellent for this stage of a 
Worldcon bid. We thank you for 
your interest and support, and hope 
we will see you in person at a 
convention or our parties during the 
next few years.

PUBLICATIONS
There will be two more bid progress 
reports like this one. You may have 
noticed that this one is Progress 
Report -3. We are counting down to 
the vote, which will take place at 
ConJose, the 2002 Worldcon in San 
Jose, California. PR -2 will be 
released for the 2001 Worldcon in 
Philadelphia; and finally PR -1 will 
be available at Helicon, the 
Eastercon (British National SF 
Convention) in 2002. If we win, the 
con will have PR 0 available after 
the vote at ConJose, as is usual.

We will also be issuing newsletters 
with fun articles and features 
(submissions welcome from those 
with an appropriate sense of 
humour (sic: humor)). A schedule 
of our planned publications is 
included later.

WHAT IS THE WORLDCON?
<Parts of this section are based on an 
existing page owned and managed by 
MCF1. We would like to thank MCFI 
for letting us re-use their material.>

The Worldcon, or World Science 
Fiction Convention, is the annual 
convention of the World Science 
Fiction Society (WSFS) and it is 
usually the largest of the not-for- 
profit, fan-run, SF Conventions. 
Worldcons have been held annually 
(with the exception of four years 
during World War II) since 1939 
when about 200 fans met in a hall in 
New York during the World’s Fair 
(hence the name). The Worldcon 
has grown considerably, especially 
during the 1970’s and it reached a 
peak of 8400 at LA Con 11 in
1984. Numbers have settled at 
around 5000-7000.

Although most often held in the 
United States, the Worldcon has 
also been held in the UK (5 times), 
Canada & Australia (3 times each) 
and once each in Germany and The 
Netherlands. Attendees follow a 
similar pattern, with most from 
North America, Western Europe 
and Australia, but with increasing 
numbers in recent years from Japan, 
Israel, Argentina, Brazil, Finland, 
Croatia, New Zealand, and Russia. 
The most recent UK Worldcon 
(Glasgow in 1995) had the highest 
international membership to date, 
with fans from over 50 countries. 
This is a trend we expect will 
continue, especially with the former 
'Iron-curtain' countries in Eastern 
Europe now opening up (to 
capitalism rather than with machine 
guns).
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The programme of a Worldcon is in 
many ways similar to (though larger 
than) local and regional SF 
conventions. It is based around a 
number of tracks allowing fans, 
writers and others involved in SF 
(including Nobel laureates, 
astronauts, scientists, editors, 
publishers and artists) to discuss, 
debate and participate in Science 
Fiction, Fantasy, Science Fact and 
related topics in a number of 
formats, though usually very 
informally. Participation is always 
encouraged, whether someone is 
new to conventions or has been 
attending since the 1930’s. The 
convention activities aim to be 
accessible to all members.

Original artwork and prints can be 
purchased at the Art Show from 
both new and established artists, 
and to suit all budgets. In the 
Dealers' Room, one can buy books 
(new, used and collector's items), 
jewellery, toys and T-shirts, 
basically any science fiction & 
fantasy related merchandise. There's 
also music, filking, dancing, videos, 
gaming, exhibitions, parties, author 
readings & signings, and things you 
won't believe until you see them.

Because of its prominence and 
status, the Worldcon will usually 
have a number of additional 
features. For instance, a number of 
organisations often meet at the 
Worldcon, such as SFWA (Science 
Fiction & Fantasy Writers of 
America) and ASFA (the 
Association of Science Fiction and 
Fantasy Artists). The various SF 
Fan Funds (TAFF, DUFF, GUFF, 
etc.) will also send their winners to 

the Worldcon if they can, and 
sometimes will delay a year to 
make sure they can. The reports of 
the Fan Fund winners are often 
great ways to hear about what has 
happened at a Worldcon, full of 
anecdotes about the fun you missed 
while having a whale of a time.

A very important part of the 
Worldcon is the presentation of the 
annual Science Fiction 
Achievement Awards, better known 
as the "Hugo Awards'. These are 
presented at a special ceremony, 
which in recent years has become 
very like the Oscars. The Hugos 
themselves are nominated and voted 
upon by the members of the 
Worldcon.
Special prestige is given to the 
Guests of Honour of the Worldcon. 
They present Guest of Honour 
speeches, participate in interviews, 
and are treated with respect 
honouring their years in the SF 
community. Past Guests of Honour 
have included Isaac Asimov, Ray 
Bradbury, John W. Campbell, 
Arthur C. Clarke, Hal Clement, 
Samuel R. Delaney, Gordon 
R. Dickson, Harlan Ellison, Robert 
A. Heinlein, Ursula K. Le Guin, 
Anne McCaffrey, Andre Norton and 
others.

The Masquerade (another highlight 
of the program) is spectacular, as 
the costumers prepare their best 
work for this event. There are 
concerts and artists' and writers' 
workshops. The film program will, 
if possible, include the Hugo- 
nominated Best Dramatic 
Presentations. Major TV and film 
studios also sometimes preview
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their new work at the Worldcon. 
Members were the first general 
audiences to see Star Trek, Star 
Wars, Bram Stoker's (Francis Ford 
Coppola's—Ed) Dracula, and 
others.

Despite its size, the Worldcon is 
entirely run by fan volunteers, of all 
ages, who work for anything from 
one hour to several years to produce 
the best possible event for their 
fellow fans. We rely on volunteers 
and we hope that many of you will 
be involved in the running of the 
bid and, if we are selected, the 
Worldcon in 2005.

WORLDCON SITE
SELECTION PROCEDURE
Members of the current Worldcon 
are members of WSFS (World 
Science Fiction Society), an 
unincorporated literary society, and 
they are entitled to vote to select the 
Worldcon held 3 years later. The 
bid for 2005 will therefore take 
place at ConJose, the 2002 
Worldcon in San Jose, California.

The Worldcon site selection 
procedure is specified in the 
Constitution of WSFS. In short, 
those entitled to vote will received a 
ballot paper no earlier than 6 
months prior to ConJose and can 
then vote by post or in person at 
that Worldcon. The constitution can 
be changed annually, so we will 
include the sections relating to site 
selection procedure in our final bid 
progress report before the bid in 
ConJose. We hope that by then we 
will have persuaded you to give us 
your vote and in addition your 

support, whether financially and/or 
by helping with the thinking behind 
and organisation of the bid and 
hopefully the convention itself.

----- \7ir»cc

Armadillo: The facts

I was asked by the esteemed Dr 
Adams (AKA A3, AAA, AA3 or A_ 
- Ed.) to write a short piece on the 
Scottish Exhibition and Conference 
Centre (SECC). This may be 
because I’m the Bid Committee 
local. This is true except for the fact 
that I now live in York. But with 
laptop in hand I made my way back 
to Glasgow on a fact-finding 
mission. If the truth were told I’ve 
lived practically in the shadow of 
the SECC for the last decade so I 
know it well and have watched its 
expansion (and improvement) with 
interest over the last several years. 
I’ve heard the stories about 1995: 
rooms without roofs, lack of trains, 
awkward sized spaces, but since I 
wasn’t there (I was swanning 
around in Mexico instead...) I can 
only say. “All in the past, dear 
fannish people, all in the past.”

Probably the most famous change to 
the SECC over the last few years is 
the building of the Clyde Hall. 
Affectionately known by everyone
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as “The Armadillo”, for obvious 
reasons. Designed by the award
winning architect Sir Norman 
Foster, it contains a 3000-seat 
auditorium on three tiers. This 
sounds massive and to be honest it 
is but it is still possible, thanks to 
the design, to have 100 people 
sitting in the bottom tier and to have 
an intimate feel to the proceedings. 
It also contains 16 other rooms with 
capacities ranging from 12 to 600 
people. There are also several 
“mingle” areas and bar areas. For 
the techs, well the last time I visited 
it with techies we had to wipe the 
drool of the floor. As the bumph 
says:
“Technical facilities throughout the 
complex are of the highest standard. 
Sound, light and audio-visual 
systems are all computer-managed 
using fibre optic technology for 
professional and stress-free 
presentations. Data lines plus 
cabling for video conferencing and 
satellite links are in-built for 
minimum intrusion.”
So it doesn’t really matter about 
anything else when the techies will 
be happy.
Hmm, maybe that is important after 
all...here goes.

Well, the old Hall One has been 
turned into the Loch Suite, which 
has a covered link to the Clyde 
Auditorium, or it can be used as a 
self-contained conference space.

Within this suite the Lomond 
Auditorium is the largest space, 

providing tiered and floor level 
seating for 620. They can also fold 
back the seating into the wall to 
give a fairly large room, (ceilidh 
anyone?) The Seminar Suite is 
located on the first floor in the 
concourse and provides small 
meeting rooms comprising the 
Katrine, Leven, Morar and Ness 
rooms. The suite can be used as 
four separate rooms or Leven, 
Morar and Ness can be combined 
into a single room for up to 200 
people and (this may amaze you all) 
they have ceilings!!!!!

The concourse itself is currently 
undergoing changes and apparently 
escalators are being installed to the 
first floor. In general there has been 
quite an extensive building 
programme on the site with a new 
hotel just completed and planning 
permission granted for another. This 
along with the University 
accommodation just around the 
corner means that there is much 
more on site and near site, 
accommodation than in ’95. Even, 
if you are accommodated in the city 
centre the train and bus services 
have been improved dramatically 
and (unless somebody does a rain 
dance) the train line won’t flood 
like it did last time (We hope!). The 
current price is about £1.20 return 
on the train and there is a regular 
and frequent service every quarter 
an hour or so.

---- Spcvr-ks



ConJose
The 60th World Science Fiction Convention®

San Jose, California USA
Thursday, August 29 through Monday, September 2, 2002

San Jose McEnery Convention Center
Fairmont Hotel • San Jose Hilton • Park Center Crowne Plaza • Hyatt Sainte Claire

Guests Of Honor
VernorVinge

David Cherry
Bjo & John Trimble

Ferdinand Feghoot

Toastmaster
Tad Williams

Attending Membership UKP80
Until December 31, 2000
How to Contact Us

Steve Davies & Giulia de Cesare
52 Westbourne Terrace • Reading, Berkshire RG30 2RP 
steve@vraidex.demon.co.uk • http://www.conjose.org/

For information on membership prices outside the UK, visit us on the Web or contact the appropriate agent
Australia USA Europe Canada
Terry Frost ConJose Vince Docherty John Mansfield
4/8 Brunswick St. P.O. Box 61363 Brugstraat 17B 333 Lipton St.
West Brunswick VIC 3056 Sunnyvale, CA 94088-1 363 Groningen 9712AA, Netherlands Winnipeg MB R2G 2H2
hlector@netspace.net.au conjose@sfslc.org VjD@compuscrve.com pgh@mail.pangea.ca

© 2000 SFSFC, Inc. "ConJose" is a service mark of San Francisco Science Fiction Conventions, Inc
"World Science Fiction Convention" and "Worldcon" are registered service marks of the World Science Fiction Society, an unincorporated literary society.

mailto:steve@vraidex.demon.co.uk
http://www.conjose.org/
mailto:hlector@netspace.net.au
mailto:conjose@sfslc.org
mailto:VjD@compuscrve.com
mailto:pgh@mail.pangea.ca
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Advertising Rates

Progress Report -2
Size: Full Page Half Page Quarter Page

Professional £150 £75 £40
Fan £75 £40 £20

Newsletters
Size: Half Page Quarter Page

Professional £75 £40
Fan £40 £20

Deadlines for advert submissions:
Newsletter 1 (Dec 2000): Booking: 2nd Oct 2000, Camera-ready copy: 16th Oct 2000.
Newsletter 2 (Apr 2001): Booking: 19lh Feb 2001, Camera-ready copy: 5th Mar 2001.
PR -2 ( 30th Aug 2001 ): Booking: 2nd July 2001, Camera-ready copy: 16th July 2001.

Membership Rates

Rates £ e $ A$ c$ NZ$ ¥ NOK SEK DKK
Friend 50 80 80 120 120 150 9500 650 700 500
until 30th Sep 2000 5 8 8 12 12 15 950 65 70 50
after 30th Sep 2000 13 20 20 30 30 35 2000 160 175 125

Agents’ Details:

Sweden:
britt-louise.v@telia.com
Britt-Louse Viklund
Nygatan 128
SE-602 31 Norrkoping

Payments in SEK to Postgiro acc #: 
13699 16-0

The Netherlands/Rest of Europe:
vjd@compuserve.com
Vince Docherty
Brugstraat 17b
9712AA Groningen
Netherlands

Norway: 
jhberg@fandom.no 
Johannes Berg 
Tuengen A lie 10 
0374 Oslo 
Norway

Payments in NOK to: 
Bjprn Tore Sund
Bankgiro acc #: 7082.66.46517 
bjornts@ii.uib.no

Canada:
pgh@pangea.ca 
John Mansfield 
333 Lipton Street 
Winnipeg MB 
R2G 2H2.

mailto:britt-louise.v@telia.com
mailto:vjd@compuserve.com
mailto:jhberg@fandom.no
mailto:bjornts@ii.uib.no
mailto:pgh@pangea.ca
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USA — South: 
ghliii@yahoo.com 
Guy Lillian
P.O. Box 53092, 
New Orleans LA 
70153-3092;

USA — California: 
cbbm@gallifreyone.com 
Christian B McGuire 
5320 Corteen Place #19 
North Hollywood CA 91607

Where next?

If you want to chat to members of 
the bid committee at any point in 
the future, you can see us at the 
following conventions this year:

Octocon, October, Dublin, Ireland.

Novacon, November, Birmingham, 
UK

Orycon, November, Oregon, USA

Loscon, November, California, 
USA

Contreaty, November, Maastricht, 
Netherlands

Smofcon, December, Florida, USA

Hogmanaycon, December, 
Glasgow, UK

(If we win)
2005 Worldcon, August 2005, 
SECC, Glasgow, UK.

Contact Details:

UK:
UK in 2005
379, Myrtle Road, 
Sheffield,
S2 3HQ.
UK.

USA:
UK in 2005
23, Kensington Court,
New York,
NY11550-2125.

Electronic:
UK2005@hotmail.com
http://www.UK2005.org.uk

Committee Members

KIM Campbell (Co-convenor) 
Vince Docherty (Co-convenor)

Andrew Adams (A'1)
Colin Hams
Jenny Quin
Mike Rennie (Sparks)
Joyce Scrivner
Bjprn Tore Sund
Ben Yalow

The Small Print
Service Mark Notice: "World Science Fiction 
Society", "WSFS", "World Science Fiction 
Convention", "Worldcon" and "Hugo Award" are 
trademarks of the World Science Fiction Society, an 
unincorporated literary society.
Other Notices:
Copyright reverts to contributors on publication.
Charles Rennie Mackintosh clipart courtesy of Art 
Today (www.arttoday.com).

Edited by Stuart Capewcll and A'1. Printed by Fairprint, Dundee, UK 
Publications team contact: publications@uk2005.org.uk 

Next publication: Bid Newsletter I, Jan 2001.

mailto:ghliii@yahoo.com
mailto:cbbm@gallifreyone.com
mailto:UK2005@hotmail.com
http://www.UK2005.org.uk
http://www.arttoday.com
mailto:publications@uk2005.org.uk
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